Jewish Union - JJU.I).E.A.

4920 15th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11218
Tel: (718) 692-4381
Fax: (718) 851-1937

June 10, 1997

Dear Congressman Istook:

On behalf of our organization, the Jewish Union - JUD.B.A. I wish p congrarulate you
and your fellow members of Congress who are sponsors and suppbrters of the|Religious Freedom
Amendment (HJ Res 78) which will once again afford the opportuni i

the public square. .

Prayer plays a central role in the Jives of Orthodox Jews (thy fastest 3:3:@ segment of the

ty for relifpione expression in

Jewish community), who pray three times # day and recite blesgings prior aid after eating and
drinking. Religion and prayer are vital counterbalances to a cultuge which to constantly be
defining deviancy dowt.

Many Orthodox Jews and others from the more libera! enfl of the Jewkh spectrum realize
that oyr founding fathers never meant to lock the divine out of Jchoo! ctc. We are saddened by
liberal Jewish organizations that tend to be extremely “toleragt” when issue is fostering
abortion on demand or advancing the anti-family goals of militant hpmosexual political
agenda, but demonstrate an equal “intolerance” to those who wollld return preyer and respect for
religion to the prominent position it enjoyed in American life throygh the 19§ 5.

To you and your Congressional colleagues we say. “Be jitrong, you pre battling for the
future of our most wonderfui country. Do not become faint of . May th¢ Almighty, Creator
of Heaven and Earth, Giver of the Decalouge and the One who all praygrs directed to Him
respond to our entreaties to prescrve the values that ars the bedrgek of our t pation.”

{

Sincerely,



